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FROM THE EDITOR

Welcome to the Q12026 edition of the UAPS Newsletter.
This issue highlights the latest activities and milestones
from the UAPS Secretariat, updates from our valued
institutional members, a spotlight on our members,
and a roundup of upcoming events across the
continent. We hope this issue informs, inspires, and

keeps our growing community connected.



SECRETARIAT ACTIVITIES

HOST COUNTRY CALL FOR THE 10TH
AFRICAN POPULATION CONFERENCE (APC)

UAPS officially launched the Call for Host Country for the
10th African Population Conference (APC), one of the
continent's most prestigious convening platforms for
population scientists, policymakers, and development
stakeholders. Member states and institutions were
invited to submit expressions of interest and full bid

proposals to host this landmark event.

@ Submiission Deadline: 31st March 2026

g Estimated Attendance: 1000 participants

We are pleased to share that the call has now closed,
with several enthusiastic countries stepping forward to
express their interest in hosting the APC.

The review committee is currently evaluating all
submissions, and further updates will be shared in due
course. Stay tuned!

CALL FOR
HOST COUNTRY PROPOSALS

10TH AFRICAN
POPULATION
CONFERENCE

1 shaping Africa's future |
1g this essential initiative
and submitting your proposal today!




— CALLFORSPEAKERS: —
UAPS RESEARCH-TO-POLICY LABS

Do you have experience in any of the following
as an individual/institution?

+ Developing and using policy briefs or evidence summaries

+ Supporting research uptake knowledge
trunslotian,’advocucy

« Engaging policy actors (ministries, parliaments, agencies,
TWGs, NGOs)

« Communicating evidence to non-technical audiences

v Real-world examples where research influenced policy or

programs

For more information, visit bit.ly/

CALL FOR SPEAKERS:
RESEARCH-TO-POLICY LABS
WEBINAR SERIES

UAPS launched a «call for speakers for the
Research-to-Policy Labs, a quarterly webinar series
designed to strengthen members' capacity to translate
research into clear, policy-relevant recommendations —
and to engage policymakers with confidence and

practical tools.

UAPS members — both individuals and institutions —
were invited to apply as speakers or facilitators for one or
more sessions in the series. Each session will feature a
short skills module, a real-world case example, and an
interactive segment where participants apply templates

and tools in real time.

We are pleased to share that the call has now closed and
are grateful for the enthusiastic response from members
across the continent. Further updates on selected

speakers and session dates will be shared in due course.

For more information about the series, Visit

www.uaps-uepa.org or write to uaps@uaps-uepa.org.


https://www.uaps-uepa.org

STATA TRICKS: A THREE-PART WEBINAR

FOR AFRICAN GRADUATE STUDENTS

The American Institutes for Research (AIR) P3 Africa, in
collaboration with the African Economic Research
Consortium (AERC) and UAPS, recently invited
graduate students at African universities to a
three-part webinar series on STATA tricks, the second

of such events.

Hosted by Professor Sudhanshu Handa, Institute
Fellow at AIR and Kenan Eminent Professor of Public
Policy at the University of North Carolina, and
featuring Dr. Paul Sirma, Researcher at UNICEF, the

sessions were designed to help participants sharpen

their data visualization and regression output

presentation skills.

Participants gained practical knowledge and tools
across three key areas: creating rich descriptive graphs
including kernel densities and bar charts with overlays
and confidence intervals; using OUTREG and
OUTREG2 to produce journal-quality tables for
research manuscripts; and accessing sample STATA

code for hands-on practice.

The series ran over three consecutive Wednesdays —9, 16,
and 23 April 2026 — from 4:00-5:00PM EAT /1:00-2:00 PM
CMT, offering an accessible and practical learning

experience for graduate students across the continent.

A~ldlIIzl
Acvancing Evidence
Improving Lives.
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STATA Tricks: A Three-Part Webinar for African Graduate Students

The American Institutes for Research (AIR) P3 Africa in collaboration with the African Economic
Research Consortium (AERC) and the Union for African Population Studies (UAPS) is pleased to invite
graduate students at African universities to a three-part webinar on STATA tricks. Hosted by Professor
Sudhanshu Handa, Institute Fellow at AIR and Kenan Eminent Professor of Public Policy at the University
of North Carolina, USA and featuring Dr. Paul Sirma, Researcher at UNICEF, these sessions will help you
refine your data visualization and regression output presentation skills.

What You'll Learn
v Create rich descriptive graphs including kernel densities and bar charts with overlays and
confidence intervals
v Use OUTREG and OUTREG2 to produce journal-quality tables for research manuscripts
v Get access to sample STATA code for practice

Prace of birh

Some of the STATA graphs we will teckie in the webinar
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VICE PRESIDENT
VISIT TO UAPS SECRETARIAT

UAPS Vice President, Prof. Jacques B. O. Emina, joined
the Secretariat team in March 2026 for a strategic
meeting focused on preparations for the 10th African
(APC). The

reflected the leadership's hands-on commitment to

Population Conference engagement
ensuring the conference is delivered to the highest
standards. Discussions spanned a range of key priorities,
including host country selection, budget planning, the
constitution of the Resource Mobilisation Committee

and International Scientific Committee.
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The meeting also addressed partnership development
and resource mobilisation, with key regional and
international organisations identified for engagement.
Communication and visibility strategies, including a
promotional video and digital campaigns, were equally
high on the agenda. The meeting reaffirmed UAPS
leadership's resolve to ensure the 10th APC is inclusive,
well- resourced, and impactful, with clear action points
and timelines agreed upon to maintain Mmomentum in
the months ahead.




Advancing Evidance.
Improving Lives.

VIRTUAL CONFERENCE:
UAPS/AIR P3 Africa Fellows
Research Showcase

@ 12 PM UTC each day

—> Registration link: <—
https://air-org.zoom.us/webinar/
register/W kidw7QFelalZ2Vo4R

. UopsEuapE-Uepa.org .- EWWW.LOPE-Uepa.org

UAPS/AIR GRANTEES
RESEARCH PROGRESS SHOWCASE

The UAPS/AIR P3  Africa Fellowship Programme
continued to yield significant research outputs in QI
2026, with 10 grantees presenting progress updates on
their funded projects.

The showcase provided a platform for grantees to share
findings, receive peer feedback from mentors and

attendees, and explore pathways to publication and

policy uptake.




Nissily Mushani

Sultan Hebo

Love Ayamolowo

Labite Mate Alonyenyo

Anthony Agbeve Senanu

Sunday Abatan

Ngwibete Atenchong

Sinegugu Shongwe

Annif Akem Fiennasah

Oloruntomiwa Ifedayo Oyetunde

Double Vulnerability: Population Aging, Digital Exclusion, And Disaster Risk
Among Older Adults In Rural Malawi

Bridging the Gap: Identifying, Understanding, and Addressing Sexual and Reproductive Health and Access
Disparities among Pastoralist Youth in Ethiopia

Implementing a Readiness-Based, Facility-Integrated Model to Enhance
Postpartum Long-Acting-Reversible Contraceptive Uptake in Rural Osun State, Nigeria

Entrée précoce en vie sexuelle chez les adolescentes etjeunes fillesen

situation de crise sécuritaire au Burkina Faso : Environnement familial et soutien social
Period Poverty and Transformative Education in Ghana: Addressing Menstrual
Health Inequities and Adolescent Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights

Bridging Traditional Knowledge and Modern Oncology: The Use of Alternative
Medicine for Prostate Cancer Treatment Among Men in Ekiti State, Nigeria

Exploring Mental Health, Sexual Consent, and Male Agency Among Displaced
Menin Benue State, Nigeria

Investigating the interplay between maternal oral health and food insecurity among pregnant women
in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa

When Empowerment Meets Violence: The Moderating Role of Intimate Partner
Violence on the Women'’s Economic Empowerment-Fertility Relationship in Six African Countries

Leveraging Mobile Health to improve Matemal and Mental Health Service
Utilisation among Adolescent and Young Mothers (15-24) in Oyo state (LEMOM Study)
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SKILLING AFRICA FOR
THE Al ERA WEBINAR SERIES

Webinar 3: Geospatial and Remote sensing
for real-time data collection

FACILITATORS

iz
2 wd

Prof. Ronald Wesonga Dr. Fuller Bbosa Dr. Frank Namugera

Intended Outcomes: Expose participants to spatial Al
that complements traditional surveys

24 April 2026 | 12 PM UTC

REGISTRATION LINK
https://us06web.zoom.us

webinarreisterWN 4rdiZIm
VSWO_EASsUaWpvg

. uaps@uaps-uepa.org

. @www.uaps-uepa.org

Skilling Africa for Al Webinar
Series — Webinars 2 and 3

The second and third instalment of the Skilling Africa for
Al Webinar Series continued to build momentum in
equipping African researchers and practitioners with
cutting-edge artificial intelligence skills. Organised under
the UAPS Secretariat's capacity-building mandate in
partnership with the East Africa Statistics Institute (EASI)
and Population, Social Development Institute (PSDI) and
UAPS Regional Representatives for East and Southern
Africa, the webinar convened participants from across the
continent for an engaging session on Al applications in

population studies and demographic research.

Date: Webinar 2 - 30th January 2026 / Webinar 3
24th April 2026

Webinar 2: Al-Driven Survey Design: From Generative

Questionnaires to Synthetic Data Validation

Webinar 3: Geospatial and remote sensing for real-time

data collection

Facilitator(s): Professor Ronald Wesonga, Dr Fuller Bbosa

and Dr Frank Namugera



NEW SPECIAL ISSUE PUBLISHED:
WEST AFRICA'S POPULATION ISSUES

UAPS is pleased to announce the publication of a
special issue of the Journal of African Population
Studies (JAPS) focused on population issues in West
Africa, featuring selected papers presented at the 9th

African Population Conference. (Read issue here)

Published on 19 March 2026 (Volume 38, Issue 2), the
special issue brings together 11 peer- reviewed papers
guest edited by Prof. Akanni Akinyemi and Dr.
Obasanjo Bolarinwa, who also contributed a

commentary to the issue.

Reflecting UAPS' commitment to linguistic inclusivity,
the collection features contributions from both
Anglophone and Francophone scholars across the

region.

market integration, unpaid care work, modern
contraception trends, gender-based violence among
internally displaced persons, migration dynamics, and

post-vaccine patterns of COVID-19 across the region.

This special issue represents an important

contribution to the growing body of evidence on West
Africa's population challenges and reaffirms UAPS'
role as a leading platform for African population

science.

The full issue is available on the JAPS platform.
Members and partners are encouraged to read, share,

and cite these important works.

NEW PUBLICATION

West Africa’s Population Issues

n 2 2

papars published guest editors languages

GUEST EDITORS

AA - Prof. Akanni Akinyemi 0B Dr. QObasanjo Bolarinwa

THEMATIC COVERAGE

Maternal health Displac & 1 Jis al health Unpaid care work

Contraception trends Gender-bas: e COVID-19 & health



https://journal.uaps-uepa.org/index.php/japs/issue/view/5

WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA WORKSHOP ON
CHILD MARRIAGE AND SEXUAL VIOLENCE

Policymakers, researchers and development partners gathered in
Dakar, Senegal from April 29 to May 1, 2026, to deliberate on
population issues shaping the region's development trajectory.
Hosted at Hotel Fleur des Lys and convened by UAPS, APHRC and
PHERI, the three-day event brought together experts from across
the region to strengthen the evidence base on these critical issues.

The workshop opened with a keynote address providing a regional
overview of trends, drivers, and policy implications, followed by
expert panels featuring voices from UNFPA, ECOWAS, WAHO, Girls
Not Brides, Plan International, and government ministries. Authors
presented their research concepts and received structured
feedback through paper review clinics and one-on-one mentor

consultations aimed at raising the quality of manuscripts destined for a
special issue of the Journal of African Population Studies (JAPS).

The workshop conveyed about 50 participants including junior first
authors, methods and method experts, implementers and reviewers,
youth & CSO leaders, facilitators and representatives from AU, ECOWAS,
UNICEF and UNFPA.

The conference featured plenary sessions, parallel thematic panels,
and a special session on child marriage and sexual violence in West
and Central Africa. The workshop concluded with a clear publication
roadmap and renewed commitment among stakeholders to close the
evidence gap on child marriage and gender-based violence across the
region.




SCIENTIFIC THEMATIC
PANEL ACTIVITIES

GENDER EQUALITY PANEL GATHERS DIVERSE

VOICES ACROSS THE CONTINENT

Because gender equality is too often reduced to preconceived
ideas and fixed positions, the Gender Equality Thematic Panel of
UAPS launched an initiative during this year's International
Women's Month to gather diverse perspectives on what gender
equality truly means — and what it should look like in our
societies today. (click here watch the video on YouTube).

WHAT SHOULD

GENDER EQUALITY MEAN
TODAY IN OUR SOCIETIES?

The initiative invited contributions from people across all
backgrounds and experiences. women, men, young people,
students, researchers, academics, practitioners, policymakers,
civil society actors, development professionals, and members of
diverse communities. Participants were encouraged to share
their thoughts in the form of a comment, a short quote, or a

video, in response to the question:

What does gender equality mean to you, and what should it
look like in society today? The Panel is grateful for the rich
and thoughtful contributions received, and extends warm
thanks to Prof. Daniel Yaw Fiaveh (University of Cape Coast,
Chana), Prof. Lupwana Kandala (University of Venda,
Johannesburg), Dr. Marie Laure Belomo Onguene
(University of Yaoundé |II), Dr. Nguemkap Romuald
(University of Garoua), Dr. Falingué Keita (University of Social
Sciences and Management, Mali), Melissa and Ashleigh (KIA
Company, South Africa), and Pabamé Souaréba (Chad) for
their valuable contributions to this important conversation.

The initiative reaffirms UAPS's commitment to inclusive,
evidence-informed dialogue on gender equality across the
African continent.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LOKDZGVIdls
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ADOLESCENT AND YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
SCIENTIFIC THEMATIC PANEL

UAPS announced the constitution and official launch of the
Adolescent and Youth Development (AYD) Scientific
Thematic Panel, a dedicated platform for advancing research,
knowledge exchange, and collaborative action on adolescent
and youth health across Africa.

The panel is composed of a distinguished group of scholars
and researchers drawn from across the continent and
pbeyond. Prof. Joshua Amo-Adjei (University of Cape Coast)
erves as Panel Chair, with Dr. Naomi Wekwete (University of

Zinqpabwe) as Panel Co-Chair.

UAPS SCIENTIFIC PANEL

Join us for the official launch of the UAPS Adolescent and Youth Development Scientific
Thematic Panel. This webinar will explore key research priorities and collaborative
opportunities in adolescent health across Africa.

30 APRIL, 2026
© 1:30-3:00 PM UTC

REGISTRATION

¥

Dr Venkatraman Chandra-Mouli
MBBS, MSc, PhD

Contact UAPSSecretariat: @ https:/www.uaps-uepa.org g aydpanel@uaps-uepa.org

They are joined by members Dr. Amr Abdelwahed (Cairo
University), Sultan Heba (Arba Minch University), Dr. Mobolaji
Ibitoye (Rutgers School of Public Health), Dr. Diarra Bousse
Senghor (Cheikh Anta Diop University), Prof. Sibusiso Mkwananzi
(Wits RHI), and Dr. Oloruntomiwa Ifedayo Oyetunde (University of
Ibadan). To celebrate this milestone, UAPS hosted a launch
webinar on 30 April 2026, featuring a keynote address by Dr.
Venkatraman Chandra-Mouli. The session brought together
researchers, practitioners, and partners to explore key research
priorities and collaborative opportunities in adolescent health

across Africa — setting the tone for the panel's work ahead.

We look forward to the impactful contributions this panel will
make to population science and youth development on the

continent. Stay connected for updates on the panel's activities at

aydpanel@uaps-uepa.org or www.uaps-uepa.org.



https://www.uaps-uepa.org

INTRODUCING
"VOICES OF AFRICAN WOMEN"
A NEW PODCAST SERIES FROM UAPS

The Gender Equality Thematic Panel of the Union for African
Population Studies (UAPS) is launching something we're
genuinely excited about. "Voices of African Women" is a new
series dedicated to spotlighting the lived experiences,
leadership journeys, and contributions of African women
working across population, gender, health, and development.
Through honest, accessible storytelling, the series aims to
inform public discourse, inspire the next generation of
researchers and advocates, and amplify African-led narratives
— on African terms.

i UAPS
UEPA

VOICES OF AFRICAN WOMEN
PODCAST SERIES

————— i w W e —

Featuring

Mrs Maximilienne Ngo Mbe,

An Initlative of UAPS Gender Equality
Scientific Thematic Panel

The UAPS Gender Equality Thematic Panel works at the
intersection of research, capacity building, and policy
dialogue. Its focus: tackling gender inequality through
evidence, surfacing root causes of disparity, and
championing the visibility of women whose work too often
goes unrecognized. This series is an extension of that
mission.

WHAT TO EXPECT

Each feature will profile a selected African woman, her path,
work and insights. Profiles will appear in one of three formats:
written interviews, recorded conversations (audio or video),
or short personal testimonies. The goal is accessibility and
authenticity over polish. The series will highlight voices
across regions, disciplines, and generations with particular
attention to those who are underrepresented in mainstream
research and policy spaces. The first of the series (access
here) featured Mrs Maximilienne Ngo Mbe, a prominent
Cameroonian human rights defender and the Executive
Director of the Central Africa Human Rights Defenders
Network (REDHAC), who has been recognised for her

courageous advocacy in the face of significant challenges.

Want to be featured — or nominate someone?

We'd love to hear from you. Reach out to the UAPS Gender
Equality Thematic Panel (genderequality@uaps-uepa.org)
to express interest or put forward a nomination.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=goaLQAQjdHs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=goaLQAQjdHs

CALLFORPAPERS —

THE NEXUS BETWEEN POPULATION DYNAMICS
AND CLIMATE CHANGE IN SUB-5AHARAN AFRICA:
EVIDENCE, POLICY, AND PATHWAYS FOR ACTION

Led by the UWAPS Sclentific Thematic Panel en Population
Growth Dynamies ond Ciimate Change
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CALL FOR PAPERS: THE NEXUS BETWEEN

POPULATION DYNAMICS AND CLIMATE
CHANGE IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

UAPS, through its Scientific Thematic Panel on Population
Crowth Dynamics and Climate Change, has issued a Call
for Papers for a special issue of the Journal of African
Population Studies(JAPS) on the theme: The Nexus
Between Population Dynamics and Climate Change in
Sub-Saharan Africa: Evidence, Policy, and Pathways for
Action.

Sub-Saharan Africa faces a dual challenge — rapid
demographic transformation and acute vulnerability to
climate change. This special issue seeks to bridge the gap
between these two critical areas by bringing together
evidence-based research, innovative methodologies, and
policy-relevant insights that illuminate how population
dynamics and climate systems interact across the
continent.

We welcome empirical and conceptual papers, case
studies, and policy reviews across a range of thematic
areas, including climate-induced migration, urbanisation
and climate vulnerability, gender and climate justice,
reproductive health in a changing climate, and policy
integration strategies, among others. The call is open to
scholars and practitioners in population studies, climate
science, public health, urban studies, and related
disciplines,  with particular  encouragement  for
African-based researchers and early-career scholars.

Submissions should be between 6,000 and 8,000 words, in
English or French, and must adhere to JAPS formatting
requirements. The full paper submission deadline is
September 2026, with the special issue expected for
publication in June 2027.

For enquiries, contact pdcc@uaps-uepa.org, copying
assist.japs@uaps-uepa.org.



INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS

This section features news, achievements, and activities
fromm UAPS institutional members across Africa. We
invite all member institutions to submit updates for

inclusion in future editions.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS: 2027 IUSSP
EARLY CAREER AWARDS

Deadline for nominations is 1 November 2026 IUSSP is
looking for outstanding candidates from Africa for the
2027 Early Career Award for Africa.

This award is offered to 5 early career researchers, each
one selected from one of the 5 regions in collaboration
with the regional population associations: UAPS in Africa,
APA for Asia and the Pacific, EAPS for Europe, ALAP for
Latin America and the Caribbean, and the PAA for North
America. Candidates and sponsors must be USSP

members.

EARLY CAREER
AWARDS 2027
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The awardees are given an opportunity to present on their

research during an IUSSP webinar, and each is offered a

registration fee waiver for the International Population

Conference, which will take place in Barcelona, Spain in July

2029.

UAPS has collaborated with IUSSP on this award since 2023.
Previous awardees for the Early Career Award for Africa are
Chaimae Drioui (2023) and Nurudeen Alhassan (2025). For

more information on the award and application procedures

visit https://iussp.org/en/iussp-early-career-awards




| NEWS FROM IUSSP

IUSSP's Council for the 2026-2029 period held their first meeting in
Paris, France 7-8 April at IUSSP headquarters in INED (French
National Institute for Demographic Research) to discuss new
activities and scientific panels.

The new Council includes Laura Wong (Brazil)- President, Reiko
Hayashi (Japan) - Vice-President, Anne Goujon (Austria)- Secretary
GCeneral & Treasurer and Council Members: Visseého Adjiwanou
(Togo/Canada), Ayaga Bawah (Ghana), Aude Bernard (Australia),
Georgina Binstock (Argentina), Grace Cruz (Philippines), Sara Curran
(USA), Albert Esteve (Spain), Ann Moore (USA)and Nico van
Nimwegen (Netherlands).

During the Council meeting they selected Jane Bertrand as the 2026
IUSSP Laureate. A virtual ceremony for the Laureate will take place
later this year (June or September). UAPS members attending the
PAA annual Meeting in St. Louis are welcome to attend an in-person
ceremony in the America’s Center Room 101 on 7 May 17:30- 18:30. The
IUSSP warmly invites members to submit laureate candidates for the
2027 to 2029 period. The deadline for nominations to be submitted in
consideration for 2027 is 1 November 2026. Click here for more
information or go to https://iussp.org/en/iussp-laureate-award.

The new Council looks forward to continuing collaboration
with regional population associations.



J PROFESSOR
SAMUEL NII ARDEY CODJOE

on your appointment as Pro Vice-Chancellor for
Research, Innovation and Development.
Best wishes for a successful and impactful tenure as
you assume office on August 1, 2026.

This appointment is a well-deserved recognition of his

exceptional contributions to research and academic
leadership and a reflection of the calibre of scholars that
UAPS is proud to count among its own.

As he assumes this new role, we have no doubt that the
same vision and commitment he brought to UAPS will
continue to shape and strengthen research and innovation
at one of Africa's most prestigious universities. We wish
Professor Codjoe a successful and impactful tenure.




Stay connected and mark your calendars for these forthcoming events relevant to the UAPS

community and the broader African population science landscape.

EVENT DATE DETAILS / LOCATION

Skilling Africa for Al Webinar Series — Webinar 4

UAPS/AIR P3 Africa
Fellowship Cohort 3 Call open

Selection and Annoucement -
UAPS/AIR P3 Africa Cohort 3

UAPS/AIR Scientific Training Workshop

10th APC Host Country Annoucement

Gender Equality Panel Special Issue

Thematic Panel Webinars
(PDCC and FP/SRHR

[Population Growth Dynamics and Climate
Change panel Special Issue Submission
[Deadline]

TBC Virtual

Virtual - Union for African
Population Studies (UAPS) |

May 202
ay 2026 Union For African
Population Studies
Union Pour L’études de la
Population Africaine)
Union for African Population Studies
July 2026 (UAP.S) | Un'lon For Af,r!can Populatlon</br>.
Studies Union Pour L’études de la Population
Africaine)
September 2026 Kenya
July 2026 Online (Journal of African Population Studies)
May, June and July Zoom
2026
September 2026 Online (Journal of African Population Studies)


https://www.uaps-uepa.org
https://www.uaps-uepa.org
https://journal.uaps-uepa.org/index.php/japs
https://journal.uaps-uepa.org/index.php/japs

Union for African Population Studies

Union pour I'Etude de la Population Africaine

Contact Information:
UAPS SECRETARIAT
The International House

University of Ghana

Tel: +233(0) 50 1355 686

Website: https://www.uaps-uepa.org

YouTube: Union for African Population Studies (UAPS)
LinkedIn: Union for African Population Studies
Facebook: Union for African Population Studies

X: @uaps_uepa

To submit content for the next edition,
contact the Secretariat via email uaps@uaps-uepa.org
copy RGM smarfo@uaps-uepa.org by 10th August 2026.


https://www.facebook.com/africanpopulationstudies/
https://x.com/uaps_uepa
https://www.linkedin.com/company/uaps-uepa/
https://www.youtube.com/@unionforafricanpopulations8081
https://www.uaps-uepa.org

